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w 1 L. INTRODUCTION

11 Geographical Indications are characterized by being a product or service coming from a certain region, which has
12 either become known as a center of production, extraction or manufacture, or because of its unique natural and
13 human characteristics. The first are called Indications of Origin; and the second, Designations of Origin.

14 The Signs of Origin, as Geographical Indications are also named, have, in addition to these two characteristics
15 -which will be studied in due course -several functions that are usually attributed to them. The first, is the
16 function of origin, since these products or services, in order to be produced or provided, need to respect specific
17 rules and norms of procedure. In view of this, a second function arises, which is of quality. Thus, once proper
18 standards are followed, there is a reflection on the quality of the product itself, since a series of rules of procedure,
19 hygiene, technical London Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences specifications, among others,
20 must be observed, so that there is no mischaracterization of the geographical indication itself. Finally, there is
21 also a function of distinctiveness, once the seal of origin ends up distinguishing and making unique the certified
22 product or service, through a Geographical Indication.

23 Although it is not usually or typically assigned to the institute of Geographical Indication, a new function
24 can be assigned to it: that of protecting the environment. The very elements that characterize them, especially
25 the Designations of Origin -the human and natural factors, which will be seen in detail later -need to remain
26 invariable, to guarantee the maintenance or the very existence of the products or services.

27 Thus, environmental protection emerges as a function, from the moment that, to maintain the status quo of
28 mnatural factors, such as climate, soil, vegetation and many others that are proper to the region and essential
29 for the Geographical Indication, efforts from all social and economic sectors of that locality are necessary, so
30 that such characteristics remain static. Therefore, it would not be enough not to harm the environment; actors
31 involved must protect it, at the risk of making the existence of the Geographical Indication unviable.

32 In this way, this work is aimed at studying and proving that the protection of the environment is, yes, a
33 function of the Geographical Indication and that this judicial institute can be used in the promotion of public
34 policies and Environmental Governance.

» 2 II. METHODOLOGY

36 Regarding the methodology, the present study used the deductive method. Thus, it began with the general
37 premises regarding Geographical Indications, Environmental Public Policies and Natural Resources Governance,
38 in order to, after analyzing the challenges imposed by this new reality of climate change, conclude about the
39 possibility or not of applying the proposed hypothesis.

40 As for the purpose/objective, this is an explanatory work, because the object of this research is intended to
41 identify which factors contribute to identify the challenges and possible solutions, in the face of litigation caused
42 by the intersection between Geographical Indications, Environmental Public Policies and Natural Resources
43 Governance, which are currently verified.

44 Regarding the approach, the present thesis adopts the qualitative approach, since the analysis will be made
45 subjectively, through a broad study of the object, by the action-research. Qualitative research is understood as one
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3 III. GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

that works with reality data, which cannot be quantified, operating through the comprehension, interpretation
and treatment of data, about the essence or nature of the object of research.

As for the procedure, the present research is characterized as bibliographic and documental, because it seeks
to understand what is in the state of the art, making use of the existing information both in the doctrine and in
the jurisprudence, to verify the possibility to apply the above pointed issue, but also to use documents to better
understand the problems pointed out.

3 III. GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

In current Brazilian legislation, there is not, as will be seen, a definition of the concept of Geographical Indication.
The norm is limited to indicating and conceptualizing the species of possible geographical indications in the
Brazilian State.

The normative text in which the referred concepts are inserted is Law No. 9,279 of May 14, 1996, that 1
regulates the rights and obligations related to Intellectual Property. That is, GI’s, in Brazil, are a modality of
Intellectual Property 2 . In this step, that law was responsible for the harmonization between the national legal
system and the TRIPS agreement 3 .

Among the novelties provided by the TRIPS Agreement, in regard to nomenclature, was significant the
adhesion of the expression Geographical Indication and the institution of Designations of Origin 4 . It is also
worth mentioning an interesting particularity, about which the national legislation provides not only products,
but also services, both for Indication of Origin, as for Designation of Origin, distancing itself, at this point,
from international legislation 7?7 . Thus, the aforementioned law, in article 176, states that: "The Indication of
Origin or the Designation of Origin constitutes a Geographical Indication”. As can be seen starting from a simple
reading of the normative text, there is no proper reference for what is, in Brazilian legislation, a Geographical
Indication 6 . This task ends up being transferred to the doctrine, which does not collaborate with the chimera
of conceptual harmonization. The law, therefore, leaves us no alternative but to proceed with the analysis of the
concept of GI species. In article 177, there is reference to the first of them, which is the Indication of Origin,
as stated in the text of the legal provision: ”The geographical name of the country, city, region or locality of its
territory, which has become known as a center of extraction, production or manufacture of a certain product or
provision of a certain service, is considered an Indication of Origin.”

In article 178, there is mention to the second, that is, the Designation of Origin: ”"Designation of origin is
considered the geographical name of a country, city, region or locality of its territory, which designates a product
or service whose qualities or characteristics are due exclusively or essentially to the geographical environment,
including natural and human factors.” Marcos Fabricio Welge Gongalves states that ”a preliminary analysis, in
these two figures, allows us to define as Geographical Indication the geographical name that designates product
or service”. 7 The primary difference between these two GI species lies in the fact that Denominations of Origin
require for a quality or characteristic that is peculiar to a product or service to exist, that is linked to its origin,
including, in this aspect, factors not only natural, but also human 8 .

Thus, two aspects which deserve to be highlighted in the concept of Denominations of Origin are perceived. The
first refers to the qualities or characteristics that designate the product or service. And the second aspect is that
these qualities or characteristics must be exclusively or essentially attributed to the geographical environment,
including natural factors (soil, climate, humidity, geological formation, wind, flora, fauna, etc.) and human
factors (culture, know-how, etc.). If there is no characteristic/quality that derives from human or natural factors
linked to the geographical environment, that grants peculiarity (a plus) to a product or service and, therefore,
distinguishes them from their peers in the market, there will not even be a Denomination of Origin 9 .

Already the Indications of Origin require only a notoriety or recognition of the origin of a particular product or
service 10 . Functionally, there is a relation between the geographical name and the products or services, since that
one must serve to nominate, as stated in article 177 of Law No. 9,279/1996, a "center of extraction, production or
manufacture of a certain product or provision of a certain service”. This connection can, in turn, be established in
three different ways, as the site or region can be a center of extraction, production, or manufacturing. Therefore,
there is no influence, according to the definition in the Brazilian legislation, of geographical or human factors
on the products or services 11 . The geographical name, in the Indications of Origin, in the words of Pontes de
Miranda, only situates the product 12 .

Once this conceptual point is overcome, we move on to the core of this work, which is the study of the use of
Geographical Indications as an instrument of public policies and Environmental Governance. government chooses
or not to do 14 . However, according to Peter Bachrach and Morton S. Baratz in 1962, doing nothing about a
problem would also be a form of public policy. 15 Harold Lasswell goes further and states that, when talking
about public policies, one must, with regard to their decisions and analyses, answer the following questions: who
wins what, why and what difference does it make? 16 . It would also be, according to Celine Souza, when
?democratic governments translate their purposes and electoral platforms into programs and actions, which will
produce results or changes in the real world.” 17 In recent years, the increase of temperature in the planet, caused
by high emissions of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, has been recurrent in international discussion panels.
As a consequence, climate change has been constantly present in the news, because of atypical natural events,
all over the planet.
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4 1IV. GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS AS AN INSTRU-
MENT OF PUBLIC ADAPTATION POLICIES

To illustrate, in Brazil, for example, floods have occurred more frequently, throughout the country. In addition,
hurricanes, typhoons, heat waves, harsh winters, droughts and substantial temperature differences are noticed,
everywhere in the world. These natural phenomena are the so-called climatic extremes, which cause serious
consequences not only to natural ecosystems, but also to man and his well-being 18 .

Such changes in climate have caused an unprecedented environmental crisis, but their origin is not only due
to natural events. It must also be understood under the social bias, since, as Julia Lopes da Silva and Patricia
Rodrigues Amora explain, 19 it stems from a series of sociopolitical factors, such as public policies, international
agreements and geopolitical disputes.

These choices of society, based on decisionmaking, individual and collective engagement, in addition to today’s
international relations that generate direct effects on climate, also provoke a serious ethical crisis, since the actions
taken now can compromise the future of the species on the planet 20 .

Climate change is not, however, a reality of the present. In the past, over the course of the 4.5 billion years
of earth, there have been several radical changes in climate. Periods of climatic stability were interspersed with
large glaciations; warm periods, caused by the greenhouse effect and even desertification 21 . These changes,
therefore, are events that occur naturally and normally on the planet, resulting from geological factors 22 .

22 YOUNG, G.M. The geologic record of glaciation: relevance to the climatic history of Earth. Geoscience
Canada 011.e20170210. Acesso em: 01 jan 2022. As autoras trazem um exemplo: ”"merece destaque é a dificuldade
de acesso a moradia digna por grande parte da populacdo em funcdo da logica capitalista que opera nas cidades,
0 que causa diversas alteragoes dindmicas e estruturais aos centros urbanos e aos ecossistemas naturais. Em
funcdo disso, inimeras consequéncias sdo observadas em todo o pais, como ocupacdo de areas ambientalmente
sensiveis, desmatamento, polui¢do, enchentes, periferizacdo etc., que estdo interligadas e atingem tanto o meio
ambiente quanto a sociedade. Constata-se, portanto, a necessidade de integracdo de agdes mais adequadas e
menos destrutivas, de forma a garantir a manutencio das cidades e dos ecossistemas”.

However, during the current geological era, Holocene ("Recent Totality”), human activities have gradually
grown, to the point of "becoming a significant geological force,” capable of being compared to the ”great forces
of earth.” The expansion of human activity on earth, the great process of urbanization, the great use of natural
resources and the impacts on the soil and atmosphere, in a global and generalized way, attribute to human beings
a prominent role in Geology and Ecology, at a level that is given to the current geological era the denomination
of ”Anthropocene 23 ”. 24 .

Although it is not known exactly where the ”Anthropocene” begins, Jodo Ribeiro Mendes proposes to consider
its beginning, in the last part of the eighteenth century, which, according to the author, was when the effects of
human activity on earth began to be 25 noticed.

Alongside

5 London Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sci-
ences 13

In this way, climate change is a global threat and is, according to Anthony Giddens, ”a more urgent, more serious
and deeper dimension of the environmental crisis of the twenty-first century.” 27 Given this, the changes in climate
that occurred in recent decades should be the object of concern for the State, and, therefore, the construction of
effective national and international public policies needs to turn its eyes to this issue 28 .

In this step, the State must act as catalyst and facilitator, in addition, in regard to climate change, join efforts
to obtain guarantees, which, according to Anthony Giddens, can be achieved through a more direct action of the
State 29 .

In his book, the cited author lists a series of actions in which the State can guide its actions. Among them,
helping the population to think in advance, with planning; deal with the risks of climate change, together with
the other risks existing in the contemporary society, as such environmental risk intersects with others, at the
local, national and international level; promote the "political and economic convergence, as the main driving
forces of climate change and energy policy”. 30 The author goes on to state that the State must intervene in
the markets, so that the polluter-pays principle, which represents the internalization of negative externalized,
is institutionalized and ”act against business interests that aim to stop initiatives related to climate change”;
leave the agenda regarding climate change at the top of the list of political objectives, maintaining agreements
between opposing political parties, so that an environmental policy is always maintained 31 What’s more, it
needs to "develop an appropriate economic and fiscal framework to move toward a low-carbon economy; prepare
for adaptation to the consequences of climate change and integrate local, regional, national and international
aspects of the climate change policy 32 .

Thus, Giddens, when relating such policies that can be developed by governments, highlights the impact and
magnitude of the consequences of climate change in humans, an issue that he points out to be urgent. However,
before entering into public policies, which reconcile with the epistemological scope of this work, some concepts
should be analyzed.
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There are two types of actions that can be taken to reduce the impacts of human activities on climate 33 .
The first of these is through mitigation actions, combating the causes 34 , using, for example, clean development
mechanisms -CDM. The second, through the implementation of measures to adapt to climate change, reducing
socio-environmental vulnerabilities 35 and preparing to face the effects 36 .

Regarding adaptation, Carlos Afonso Nobre describes, in a generalized way, that it refers to "adjustments in
ecological or socioeconomic systems, in response to current or projected climate changes, resulting from practices,
processes, measures or structural changes”.

6 London Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sci-
ences

In a more tangible form, it can be defined as the ”adjustments and changes to be made in food production
and agriculture, human health care systems, housing programs and infrastructures”, with the objective that the
coexistence of ”"societies with climate events resulting from global warming and climate change do not endanger
human life”. 38 In this way, adaptation to climate change must be dealt with in a local way, in whose sphere
its effects are felt more vigorously, being also the instance in which people, through the modification of "human
settlements, agricultural practices and aspects related to ways of life and subsistence in different localities”, have
adapted to climatic variations in the course of history. However, this adaptation to climate change must always
be supported by the policies of the higher hierarchical levels 39 .

Given 40 . Moreover, adaptation is linked to the idea of climate justice, by understanding that ”"the causes of
climate change, its impacts and the adaptive and response capacity are not equally distributed in the world”. 41
However, despite the definitive insertion of environmental issues in the agenda of the States, we observed both
at national and international level, an accented adoption of public policies aimed at mitigation 42 .

It is in this context that Geographical Indications emerge, as an appropriate instrument for the implementation
of public adaptation policies. This intellectual property asset, by valuing the production of agricultural products
and services, enables the insertion of the dynamics of sustainability in the production systems and in the
environment, in addition to allowing a socio-economic, cultural and ecosystem preservation development in their
regions of origin 43 .

In this way, Geographical Indications, understood as products or services of certified origin, establish high
standards of quality and origin, allow sustainable practices to be introduced within the mode of production and
consumption, in order to enable policies to combat climate change to be addressed, from a local perspective, with
the preservation of economic development and regional cultures.

Added to this, there is the fact that they are consolidated products and of recognized history, allowing public
policies aimed at them to be long-term and more likely to establish a sustainable model and climate justice.

Corroborating these assertions, the IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report evidences, in its summary for public
policy promoters, that viability options for adapting to climate change include ”strengthening local and regional
food systems and communitybased adaptation, improving lives and livelihoods, (high-confidence) groups.” 44
The report also provides for effective adaptation solutions, coupled with public policies that support ”cultivar
improvements, agroforestry, community-based adaptation, agricultural and landscape diversification, and urban
agriculture.” 45 45 Ibidem. Effective adaptation options, together with supportive public policies enhance food
availability and stability and reduce climate risk for food systems while increasing their sustainability (medium
confidence). Effective options include cultivar improvements, agroforestry, community-based adaptation, farm
and landscape diversification, and urban agriculture (high confidence). Institutional feasibility, adaptation limits
of crops and cost effectiveness also influence the effectiveness of the adaptation options (limited evidence, medium
agreement). Agroecological principles and practices, ecosystem-based management in fisheries and aquaculture,
and other approaches that work with natural processes support food security, nutrition, health and well-being,
livelihoods and biodiversity, sustainability and ecosystem services (high confidence). These services include pest
control, pollination, buffering of temperature extremes, and carbon sequestration and storage (high confidence).
Trade-offs and barriers associated with such approaches include costs of establishment, access to inputs and
viable markets, new knowledge and management (high confidence) and their potential effectiveness varies by
socio-economic context, ecosystem zone, species combinations and impacts and risks in the design and planning
of urban and rural settlements and infrastructure is critical for resilience and enhancing human well-being (high
confidence). The urgent provision of basic services, infrastructure, livelihood diversification and employment,
strengthening of local and regional food systems and community-based adaptation enhance lives and livelihoods,
particularly of low-income and marginalised groups (high confidence). Inclusive, integrated and long-term
planning at local, municipal, sub-national and national scales, together with effective regulation and monitoring
systems and financial and technological resources and capabilities foster urban and rural system transition (high
confidence). Effective partnerships between governments, civil society, and private sector organizations, across
scales provide infrastructure and services in ways that enhance the adaptive capacity of vulnerable people”.

In addition, public policies should include "agroecological principles and practices, a management based on
fishing and aquaculture ecosystems”, and should also be guided by other approaches that work with natural
processes, as they help and maintain security, nutrition, health and well-being, livelihoods and biodiversity,
sustainability and ecosystem services 776 .



228
229
230
231
232

234
235
236

237

238

240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252

254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265

267
268
269
270
271
272
273

274

275

276

278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285

Thus, we verified that solutions to adapt to climate change must be developed on guidelines that privilege the
food systems; in products or services that convey trust and have quality and safety, that is, certificates; observe
the regional and local mode of production; protect biodiversity and be sustainable.

As seen, Public Policies that assist in adapting to climate change are also developed within the scope of
Geographical Indications. institutional support (medium confidence). Integrated, multi-sectoral solutions that
address social inequities and differentiate responses based on climate risk and local situation will enhance food
security and nutrition (high confidence). Adaptation strategies which reduce food loss and waste or support
balanced diets33 (as described in the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land) contribute to nutrition,
health, biodiversity and other environmental benefits (high confidence).

7 V. THE ROLE PLAYED BY GI IN THE NATURAL RE-
SOURCES GOVERNANCE PROCESS

In the 1990s, the concepts of "collaborative public administration”, "network administration” and "new public
administration” emerged, demonstrating a change of course in the way of administering the public good. With
this, the importance of collective decision-making is highlighted, removing the public administration from the
solitary task of managing the State and transitioning to a collaborative model 778 .

Kapucu, Yuldashev and Bakiev go further and propose an even broader concept than just collaborative
management. For them, collaborative governance aims at the participation of citizens, through mechanisms and
institutions, of social problems, in a decentralized and non-hierarchical way, and also counting on partnership
and e-governance projects 779 .

It would be, therefore, the union of several social actors or ”stakeholders” (social actors of interest) in the
process of discussion and decision-making. According to Ribeiro, it is about building an institutional system of
cooperative actions between Levels of Government and between these and the actors of the Civil Society and the
Market.” 7?70 Moreover, the evolution of society and the intense participation, as said, of a multiplicity of actors,
in the various sectors of life, make it almost impossible for governments to continue to play a primary role in
the decision-making process, exempted from a corporate, territorial, urban, digital, environmental governance,
among others 51 .

Thus, the concept of governance today, according to Ralf-Eckhard Tiirke, adapts perfectly to the complexity,
dynamism and diversity of the 51 GATTO, Deivdson Brito; CLAUZET, Mariana; LUSTOSA, Maria Cecilia.
Governanga Ambiental e Indicagdo Geogréfica: O Caso da Denominagdo de Origem Manguezais das Alagoas.
DRd -Desenvolvimento Regional em debate (ISSNe 2237-9029) v. 9, Ed. esp. modern society, in which social
conditions are complex and multivariate. 7?72 With regard specifically to Environmental Governance, which is
the institute in which this work is specifically inserted, the concept follows the same pattern. In this way, the
complexity of environmental problems makes the decision-making processes in relation to them demand greater
coordination, which brings together not only the State, but also the whole society 773 .

Maria Carmen Lemos and Arun Agrawal ensure that the term Environmental Governance refers to the set
of processes, mechanisms and organizations, through which political actors influence environmental actions and
results. They also affirm that governance is the same as government, but the result of joint actions between
states, communities, companies and NGOs 54 .

In addition, international agreements, national policies and their omnipresent in today’s discourse on
governance. They refer to the fact that social conditions in modern societies are perceived as multi-layered
and complicated. Social issues are being addressed by multiple actors ; governments are not necessarily playing
a primary role anymore. A multiplicity of actors is involved, expressing individual interests yet having unequal
capacities to exert influence. Resolutions for governing issues are the result of various interacting factors that are
rarely wholly known. Knowledge, experiences, and interests are dispersed over many actors constantly changing
their roles and relationships. Actor dependencies and constellations increasingly differ from global to local and
from sector to sector. Diversity cumulates as these processes gain speed as well as intensity.

8 London Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sci-
ences

Environmental Governance process 775 .

Therefore, for Environmental Governance to be effective, there is no need for only State institutions to be
involved. Consumers, corporations and non-governmental organizations can and should also exercise power
and authority over policy-making and decision-making processes on environmental issues. In this process of
reformulation of Environmental Governance, both multinational institutions and the emergence of new actors on
a local scale favor the development of environmental decisions 776 .

However, says Albert Weale that governments continue to maintain their importance for environmental
protection, since they meet the so-called vital conditions for there to be a proper governance of biodiversity,
to implement sustainability and to get closer to environmental goals 777 .

Policies aimed at the management of natural resources perform two important functions. The first refers to
the strategic role of promoting positive results through its use and the second is to reduce negative impacts on
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the biodiversity 7?78 As stated in previous points, Biodiversity has ”intrinsic value of biological diversity and
of the ecological, genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, cultural, recreational and aesthetic values of
the biological diversity and its components”, as stated by the Convention on Biological Diversity itself, in its
preamble 7?79 . However, countries such as Brazil, which are rich in biodiversity, do not have many examples of
success in the commercial use of active ingredients that are linked to it 7?70 .

In this same section, Carlos A. Joly et tal affirms that development of products linked to biodiversity should be
a vocation for the Brazilian, maintaining, however, a role of mere exporter of raw material. In the same vein, they
state that the ”added value to the products from the Brazilian biodiversity is still very low, since they are used
and marketed in their raw form”. 7?1 How to change this reality? How to add value to biodiversity and enable
this wealth to effectively generate more opportunities? The answer lies in the development of Environmental
Governance.

The exclusivity, attributed to governments, in the organization and implementation of decisions in this sector
has not been effective, to the extent that new problems linked to the economy, society, but mainly to the
environment, require, as said, a joint networked response. In Brazil, more specifically, Environmental Governance
is very poorly structured 62 .

There command and control of the biodiversity are implemented, thus exercising a decentralized response 773

In this way, the construction of systems that are multicenter and hybrid bring great importance to "local
agendas of sustainable development and achievement of good Environmental Governance”. 7?74 Thus, the ultimate
goal of Environmental Governance, according to Nathan J. Bennett and Terre Satterfield, is for it to be robust,
that is, legitimate, connected, and polycentric. 775 It is at this very point that Geographical Indications are
inserted, insofar as they are goods or services that are produced, extracted or manufactured at a local level,
that use raw material from local biodiversity, through local communities, and that collaborate with social and
economic development also at the local and/or regional level. Thus, they must participate, together with other
state and non-state actors, in the decision-making process and environmental organization.

Geographical Indications are embodied, therefore, in the possibility of adding value to natural resources,
through the commercialization of products or services, and not only of raw material.

To analyze this contribution, Maria Carmen Lemos and Arun Agrawal, from the University of Michigan, in the
United States, observed some trends, through four themes, that corroborate the roles of communities, State and
Market, in the process of Environmental Governance, focused, more closely, on the importance of Geographical
Indications.

The analysis begins with the theme of Globalization and Environmental Governance.

The authors claim that Globalization interconnects the world. However, in regard to the 65 BENNETT,
N.J.; SATTERFIELD, T. Environmental Governance : A practical framework to guide design, evaluation, and
analysis. Conservation Letters, 2018, p. 1-13, p. 9. economy, this movement profoundly impacts environmental
processes at all levels -local, regional, national and global and such a context, that is, produces positive and
negative consequences for the environment.

From the negative point of view, the interconnection and interdependence between markets can lead to the
intensification of the use and depletion of natural resources, given the increase in demand. As a consequence,
more waste can be released into nature.

From the positive point of view, there can be a greater spread of good environmental policy initiatives,
thus contributing to the development of a new Environmental Governance regime, through institutions and
organizations. As an example, the authors cite that "more efficient use and transfer of technology, freer flow
of information, and new institutional arrangements based on public-private partnerships have the potential to
contribute positively to Environmental Governance 776 .

Through the positive perception of globalization, Geographical Indications emerge as a commercial asset
of goods and services, which are specific to a given territory, thus being able to promote the conservation of
natural resources and, even more, cause a decrease in the negative points that permeate the so-called globalizing
movement 777 . There is no longer dependence on organizational and hierarchical control, what is intended now
is to "mobilize individual incentives in favor of environmentally positive results, through a careful calculation
and modulation of costs and benefits associated with specific environmental strategies.” As an example, one can
cite ecotaxes and subsidies based, on a combination of regulation and market incentives, voluntary agreements,
certification, eco-labeling, and informational systems 778 .Another

It is in this context that Geographical Indications come in, as a market instrument, since they constitute
products and services that have a certificate of origin, that obey quality standards and have as one of their
functions the protection of the Environment 69 .

To Lemos and Agrawal, there would be a superiority in relation to these instruments, because of their economic
efficiency in implementation. However, for them to reach the maximum of their potential, in benefit of the
”Primary sector commodities such as coffee, timber, and energy provide familiar examples of ecolabeling and
certification schemes (81-83). Both ecolabeling and certification schemes are forms of voluntary agreements
wherein producers agree to meet environmental standards related to production and marketing activities. Such
standards may be the result of work by third party actors, an industry association, or even the government.
The operation of these schemes hinges upon the idea that consumers are willing to express their preferences
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related to cleaner energy or greener products through their choices in markets and through a willingness to pay
higher prices. Perceptions about environment-friendly preferences among consumers have led many corporations
to adopt certification mechanisms and advertising campaigns that represent both real and cosmetic shifts in how
corporate actors govern their environmental actions”.

Lustosa, Geographical Indications in Brazil are an example of ”institutional development of protection of this
registry with positive repercussions in the regional economy”. ??1 Decentralized Environmental Governance is
another hot topic. According to Lemos and Agrawal, it is at a subnational level that most of the important
changes occur with regard to Environmental Governance. Previously, it was thought that maintaining centrality
in the processes of using natural resources avoided market failures and the negative externalities they were
associated with.

However, facts such as disbelief in the actions of the State -up to now considered the reliable guardian of nature
-the fall of the economies that depended on a centralized state, the pressure exerted by the greater integration
of economic activities across national borders, the decline of international aid, and the fiscal crises in many
developing countries emphasized the ability of communities and other smaller-scale social formations to manage
natural resources 772 .

Given this, Geographical Indications emerge as an important intellectual property asset, since its own
constitution is based on the request for registration by subnational actors, which demonstrates an autonomy
in relation to the former centralizing actor 773 .

Finally, the cross-sectional scale (Cross-Scale Environmental Governance), which refers to the multi-cited
complexity of environmental problems, which, due to, has multiscale -spatial, sociopolitical and temporal-
characteristics. Initially, with regard to space, it is known that problems related to the environment have a
ubiquitous nature, that is, they do not know political borders. Thus, environmental disasters that occur in
Brazil, for example, can be felt all over the planet. Therefore, it may be a dissociation in the causes and
consequences of environmental problems.

Socially, in second place, "cross-scale environmental problems affect and are affected by institutionalized
decision-making at the local, subnational, national, and transnational levels.” In this way, multilevel governance
mechanisms neutralize this fragmentation.

Regarding the temporal aspect, in turn, Lemos and Agrawal highlight two major obstacles. One is what they
call "contemporism,” which refers to the "tendency to disregard the well-being of future generations and believe
in the power of technology and technological change to take care of environmental degradation and scarcity,”
and the uncertainties about the long-term causes and effects in the environment ??4 . ??5 Thus, in relation to
Geographical Indications, this trend also applies, to the extent that it has the power to stimulate non-state actors
to be interested in the conservation of the environment, since it is who confers value to goods and services. Thus,
for this property asset to exist, natural 75 Ibid., pp. 308-309.

74 LEMOS, M. C.; AGRAWAL, A., op. cit., p. 309. Contempocentrism, in part a consequence of high
market discount rates, is the tendency to disregard the welfare of future generations and believe in the power of
technology and technological change to take care of environmental degradation and scarcities. It means humans
are likely to ”spend” the environment now and discount the future heavily (33, 104). Coupled with the seeming
high costs of action that will shift existing trajectories of economic development, the uncertainty surrounding
the science of causes and effects of environmental degradation often leads to a ”do nothing until we know more”
attitude-strongly reflected in the contemporary policy positions of some nations that are the largest emitters of
greenhouse gases. Many of the impacts of global climate change on humans and ecosystems are still undetermined,
and the design and implementation of policies necessary to reduce emissions are both economically and politically
quite costly. factors must remain constant over time 776 .

Well. The four trends described highlight the reconfiguration of Environmental Governance, which provides the
emergence of alternative institutional forms, notably those that recognize the "social roles played by communities,
states and markets, and/or in the result of the existing relations between these actors.” It is in this field that
Geographical Indications emerge, as an important asset not only of intellectual property, but also of Environment.
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Thus, they possess the aforementioned intellectual property right -Geographical Indications, the ability to enable
public policies to protect the Environment to be practiced. However, as described, public mitigation policies
are palliative, not having the capacity to generate a change in the pattern of consumption, production or urban
management.

Contrary to what happens with mitigation policies, adaptation policies are more effective, since they are
measures that tend to observe a long-term perspective, thus aiming to establish a sustainable model. In addition,
adaptive policies are linked to the idea of climate justice, since it identifies which really the causes of climate
change are, as well as their impacts, adaptive and response capacity, not being equally distributed in the world.
Geographical Indications are configured as a suitable and appropriate instrument in the implementation of public
policies of adaptation, because, in addition to valuing the production of agricultural products and services, they
also enable the insertion of the dynamics of sustainability in production systems and the environment, also
allowing for a socio-economic, cultural and ecosystem preservation development, in their regions of origin.

That said, Geographical Indications allow the introduction of sustainable practices within the mode of
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production and consumption, aiming to enable policies which combat climate change to be approached from
a local perspective, with the preservation of economic development and regional cultures.

Added to this is the fact that they are consolidated products of recognized history, allowing public policies
aimed at them to be long-term and more likely to establish a sustainable model and climate justice. Therefore,
public policies that help to adapt to climate change are also developed within the scope of Geographical
Indications.

As for the issue of Environmental Governance, which, in order to be effective, requires, in addition to the
State institutions for being involved, consumers, corporations and nongovernmental organizations can and should
also exercise power and authority over the processes of policy formation and decision-making in environmental
issues. Thus, in the process of reformulating Environmental Governance, both multinational institutions and
the emergence of new actors on a local scale favor the development of environmental decisions. In this way,
the construction of systems that are multicenter and hybrid ends up by bringing great importance to the local
guidelines for sustainable development, which legitimizes, connects and further strengthens the system.

In this way, Geographical Indications are goods or services produced, extracted or manufactured at a local
level, using raw material from the local biodiversity, through local communities, and collaborating with the social
and economic development also at the local and/or regional level. Thus, they must participate, together with
other state and non-state actors, in the decision-making process and environmental organization.

Added to this agenda is the possibility that Geographical Indications have to add value to natural resources,
through the commercialization of products or services, and not only of the raw material.

With this desideratum, some justifications stand out and allow Geographical Indications to appear as an
important instrument of Environmental Governance. The first refers to a commercial asset of goods and services,
which are specific to a given territory, thus being able to promote the conservation of natural resources and, even
more, cause a decrease in the negative points that permeate the so-called globalizing movement. The second
stands out as a market instrument, since they constitute products and services that have a certificate of origin,
that obey to quality standards and that have as one of their functions the protection of the environment.

According to the third justification, Geographical Indications emerge as an important intellectual property
asset, since their own constitution is based on the request for registration by subnational actors, which
demonstrates an autonomy in relation to the former centralizing actor. Finally, they have the power to encourage
non-state actors to take interest in the conservation of the environment, since it is the environment that gives
value to goods and services. Thus, for this property asset to exist, natural factors must remain constant over
time.

Therefore, Geographical Indications can appear as an instrument of environmental public policy and in the
governance of natural resources. N

Figure 1: 39 Idem.

! Ibid.London Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences

2 MARTINS, Rafael D’Almeida. Equidade na adaptacdo as mudancas climéticas. Politica & Sociedade;
Florianépolis Vol. 10, Ed. 19, 2011, p. 336. Volume 23 | Issue 13 | Compilation 1.0

3 © 2023 Great | Britain Journals Press Geographical Indications as an Instrument of Public Policies and
Environmental Governance Volume 23 | Issue 13 | Compilation 1.0
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